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A Word from the Pastor 
 

Epiphany Sunday 
 

Sunday, January 5, 2014 
 
 Let us cherish the pilgrimage of these Wise Men as an image for us of the one who 
is beckoned by God and then responds. They see the star, understand it to be of divine 
meaning, pack their camels, and off they go! By the time the Wise Men reached 
Bethlehem, they might have been weary from their journey. Covered with dust, saddle 
sore, perhaps bewildered to be in a strange land amidst strange languages, they are 
unlikely visitors to the Christ Child. But perhaps in their improbability, they are 
patron saints for each of us who have come to this point in life by our meandering 
ways, hearkening to whatever divine whisper by which the Lord has summoned us. 
Like the Wise Men of old, here we are, in church! Here we are in the presence of the 
Babe of Bethlehem. Soon he will even speak to us in the Blessed Sacrament, giving us 
his Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sin. We are following, I say, in the steps of 
the Wise Men before us, harkening to the invitation of Jesus who says to each of us, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,” and who receives the 
wanderer with open arms: “… and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”  
(From my Epiphany Sunday sermon, this January 5, 2014) 

 
In Christ, 

 

 
 

Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 
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Epiphany Sunday, Continued 
Epiphany Sunday, January 5, 2014 

 
e plan to enjoy three fun things this Epiphany Sunday: 
 

+ The entrance procession for the 11 a.m. liturgy includes incense. It is part of the 
procession to the crèche, with the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

+ The Three Kings party for the children will take place during Coffee Hour in the 
undercroft.  

+ We are moving Epiphany Sunday festival Vespers to early in the afternoon, to 
increase the opportunity for you to experience it. The service will be at 1 p.m., so 
plan if you can to head back upstairs that day after Coffee Hour. 

 

 
Gratitude for Growth 

Some notes from Pastor Fryer 
 

 Following our Christmas pageant on December 15th, I sent a note of 
congratulations to Tiffany Rosenquist de la Torre, who is co-director of Immanuel’s 
Children’s Choir along with Jim Miller. What splendid directors they are! They are 
gentle and talented teachers, along with being fabulous musicians themselves. 
 Tiffany wrote back and mentioned something that really pleased me. She said that 
four years ago when we did our first Christmas pageant, we had eight children as we 
recall it. This time we had twenty-two. 
 Likewise, over the years our Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning liturgies have 
quietly become strong liturgies. We had 279 people for Christmas Eve and 85 for 
Christmas morning this year. 
 We have so many children and families at Immanuel these days that if I were a 
passerby glancing in at our Sunday morning liturgy, including all the children at our 
Communion rail, I would want to be part of it.  
 Let’s try to continue this growth. Think about it and pray about it. I think that 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a good and faithful congregation, and I would love for 
more and more people to become part of the Body of Christ in this place. 
 It takes the labors of many people to enjoy such a good Advent and Christmas as 
we have year by year. Thank you to everyone! 

 
Fraternité Notre Dame Toy Collection and  

Sunday School Mitten Tree 
 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Christmas mitten tree and to the 
toy collection for the Fraternité Notre Dame. The toys were given to the Fraternité 
Notre Dame for their Christmas party for needy children held in the middle of 
December and the mittens will soon be distributed to needy children. 

 

W
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Upcoming ARTEK Concert  
Thursday, February 20 at 8:00 p.m. 

 All-Bach Chamber Music and Cantatas 
 

Hold the date! Another wonderful concert is heading our way on Thursday, February 
20th. See the February newsletter for more details. 

 
“Second Sunday” Evening Worship 
Second Sundays and some Holy Days here at the church. 

Next one on Epiphany Sunday, January 5th, beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
Led by Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt

  
 


